
Theoretical Progression – Morley Primary School 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Range of 

artists (KS1) 

 

Study of 

Great Artists 

(KS2) 

Can say 

whether they 

like and 

dislike 

artwork. 

Describe what 

can be seen 

and give an 

opinion about 

the work of an 

artist. 

 

Ask questions 

about a 

piece of art. 

Suggest how 

artists have 

used colour, 

pattern and 

shape. 

 

Know how to 

create a 

piece of art in 

response to 

the work of 

another artist. 

Know how to 

identify the 

techniques 

used by 

different 

artists.  

 

Know how the 

compare the 

work of 

different 

artists. 

 

Recognise 

when art is 

from different 

cultures. 

 

Recognise 

when art is 

from different 

historical 

periods.  

Experiment 

with the styles 

used by 

another artist.  

 

Explain some 

of the 

features of art 

from historical 

periods. 

 

Know how 

different artists 

developed 

their specific 

techniques.  

Research the 

work of an 

artist and use 

their work to 

replicate a 

style. 

Explain the 

style of art 

used and how 

it has been 

influenced by 

a famous 

artist.  

 

Understand 

what a 

specific artist 

is trying to 

achieve. 

 

Understand 

why art can 

be very 

abstract and 

what 

message the 

artist is trying 

to convey.  

Vocabulary 

 

like, dislike opinion, 

favourite, like, 

dislike, shows 

explain, 

decide,   

compare, 

prefer, 

evaluate, 

technique, 

culture, 

historical 

assess, 

examine, 

express, 

experiment, 

summarise, 

conclude, 

critique, 

illustrates, 

replicate, 

interpret, 

criticise  

articulate, 

emphasis, 

significance, 

convey, 

provoke, 

significance 

 


